There is much to be learned about the behavior and breeding biology of many bird species, but, because of the inaccessibility of much of their habitats, rosy-finches pose a unique challenge. In the White River National Forest, between Denver and Grand Junction, Colorado, a color banding project is underway. Kim Potter, Wildlife Technician with the U S Forest Service describes their project and explains how color bands are used. She writes: 
We are targeting Brown-capped Rosy-Finches (BCRF) since these birds are

almost endemic to Colorado, its breeding range barely sneaking into Wyoming

and New Mexico.  Most aspects of its behavior, ecology, breeding habits,

and movements are poorly known.  We have no idea if the species is site

faithful as breeders or as winterers.  We don't know whether immatures show

natal-site fidelity or disperse short or long distances to other breeding

locales.
   Our two aims are:

       1) Determine a first-order approximation of population size and

       2) Obtain data on movements of the species within its entire range.

   This effort will enable us to obtain rough population size by knowing

   how many individuals we've color-banded and then getting data on

   percentage of individuals at given locales (usually in winter) that are

   so color-banded (a very rough Lincoln-Peterson Index, for those in the

   trade).  It will also allow us to determine movements of individuals

   across time and space by collating all data on resightings and

   recaptures (though, obviously, the reason for color-banding the birds is

   to avoid the need to recapture them to identify individuals).

   Though we will be able to generate some of these data ourselves, we will

   achieve our goals much, much, much more quickly if we could get the

   public to provide some data.  So, anyone viewing rosy-finches please

   attempt a rough count of BCRFs present and look for color-banded

   individuals, counting all you find.  Should anyone obtain such data, one

   could send it to me at my address (kmpotter@fs.fed.us).  All that I

   would need is the info on where, when, who (reported), and the numbers

   of BCRF in total and those with color bands (even if the latter number

   is zero).  We would also greatly appreciate any and all data on the

   color-banded birds, particularly the color combo.  As per established

   tradition, band combinations are read from the left to the right, top to

   the bottom.  So, the order would be upper left, lower left, upper right,

   lower right producing something like XMSR (X=metal in the upper left

   position, M=mauve or purple in the lower left position, S=sky or light

   blue in the upper right position, and R=red in the lower right

   position).  Remember, in addition to the band combo, we would need to

   know the individual's sex, so please report that, too. (Attached is a

   show and tell version that makes this much clearer!)

   (See attached file: color band key.doc)

   Currently, we have folks banding semi-regularly in only three locations

   in Colorado, Estes Park (Larimer Co), Snowmass (Pitkin Co), and Vail

   (Eagle Co). We hope to start color-banding in Steamboat Springs soon.

   The color bands cost 25¢ apiece!  Therefore, we  "batch band" the two

   migrant species (Black Rosy-Finches and Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches), with

   the three-band combos indicating the winter in which it was banded, age

   at banding, and county (or county group) where banded. Beginning this

   2008-2009 winter season we will also be "batch banding" Brown-capped

   Rosy-Finches banded in Eagle and Pitkin counties.

   Interestingly, in the first winter we color-banded rosies (2000? I'll

   have to look that up), a Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch that Glenn Giroir and

   Tony Leukering banded at Georgetown (Clear Creek Co) was found at a

   Sheridan, WY, feeder the following April on the bird's way back north!

   Without the color bands, we obviously would never have heard about the

   bird, because the feeder owner could never have read the number on the

   metal band.

Kim M. Potter

Wildlife Technician

White River National Forest

(970) 625-6860

kmpotter@fs.fed.us
The following pages explain how the bands are placed.

Colorado Rosy-Finch Color Bands
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Bands are read:  top left, bottom left, top right, bottom right

Brown-capped Rosy-Finches banded before 2008-2009 have four band combinations for individual marking.  First year birds have aluminum on the right leg; adults have aluminum on the left leg (same side as a wedding ring).
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   Example: Adult; aluminum (top left), indigo (bottom left), pink (top right), pink (bottom right).
Each bird got a combination that was unique only to that individual so it could be identified by sight in the future.  
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches, Black Rosy-Finches, (and as of this year Brown-capped Rosy-Finches banded in Pitkin and Eagle counties) banded in Colorado have three combinations. They are marked for the county they were banded in, the winter season they were banded, and the age of the bird (adult vs. first year bird).

Again Adults have the aluminum band on the left leg and first year birds have the aluminum band on the right leg.

Counties






Color
Chaffee, Lake






black/aluminum (black on top)

Moffatt, Rio Blanco, Garfield, Routt


aluminum/black
Jefferson, Douglas





gray/aluminum

Eagle, Pitkin
(thru 2007-2008)



aluminum/gray
Pitkin    (Begin 2008-2009)




Hot Pink/aluminum

Eagle     (Begin 2008-2009)




Red/aluminum
Gunnison






white/aluminum

Grand, Jackson





aluminum/white

Teller, El Paso





orange/aluminum

La Plata, Archuleta





aluminum/orange

Clear Creek






yellow/aluminum

Ouray, San Juan





aluminum/yellow

Summit






lime/aluminum

Hinsdale/Mineral





aluminum/lime

Fremont, Custer





forest/aluminum
Mesa, Delta, Montrose




aluminum/forest

Larimer, Boulder, Gilpin




indigo/aluminum

Pueblo, Huerfano, Las Animas



sky blue/aluminum

Park







aluminum/sky blue

San Miguel, Dolores, Montezuma



mauve¹/aluminum  

Saguache, Rio Grande, Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla

aluminum/ mauve¹  

¹ mauve: this purple color is not shown in the above photos

Year Markers
Color

2005/2006

yellow

2006/2007

red

2007/2008

black

2008/2009

sky blue

2009/2010

orange

2010/2011

mauve

Example: lime/aluminum on left leg and yellow on right leg = an adult banded in Summit county during the 2005/2006 winter season.
Example: sky blue only on the left leg and aluminum over black on the right leg = first year bird banded during the 2008/2009 winter season in Moffat, Rio Blanco, Garfield or Routt county.

